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COPYofaLETTER,& 


My  dear    Parishioners, 

)&3«£^  Hoped  to  have  fpent  the  Chrijlmas 
^  t  J^(  Holidays  with  you,  and  to  have 
*2  ni  miniftered  to  you  in  Holy  Things  ; 
^jfcjk?&  but  the  Weaknefs  of  my  Body  con- 
fining me  here,  I  humbly  fubmit  to  the  di- 
vine Difpenfation,  arid  I  eafe  the  Trouble  of 
my  Abfence  from  you,  by  being  prefent  with 
you  in  Spirit,  and  by  reflefting  on  the  Plea- 
fure  I  have  felt  in  Time  paft,  in  ringing  with 
you,  "  Unto  us«a  Child  is  born,  unto  us  a 
Son  is  given,"  tsfc.  This  Truth  is  as  true 
now  as  it  was  then  ;  as  worthy  to  be  received 
at  Newington,  as  at  Madeley.  Let  us  then  re* 
ceive  it  with  all  readinefs,  and  it  will  unite  us  ; 
we  fhall  meet  in  Chrift,  the  Center  of  lading 
Union,  the  Source  of  true  Life,  the  Spring  of 
pure  Righteoufnefs  and  Joy  ;  and  our  Hearts 
2  fhall 
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(hall  be  full  of  the  Song  of  Angels,  "  Glory 
be  to  God  on  high  !  Peace  on  Earth  ;  Good- 
will towards  each  other,    and  all  Mankind." 

In  order  to  this,  may  the  Eye  of  your  Un- 
derstanding  be    more    and   more  open,  to  fee 
your  Need  of  a  Redeemer,   and  to  behold  the 
fuitablenefs,    freenefs,  and  fulnefs  of  the  Re- 
demption which   was  wrought  "out  by   the  Son 
of  God,  and  which   was  applied  by   his  Spirit 
through  Faith.     This  Wifh   which  glows    in 
my    Soul  is  fo  ardent   and  powerful,    that  it 
brings  me  down  upon  my  Knees  while  I  write, 
and  in   that  fupplicating  pofture  I  intreat  you 
all  to  confider,  and  improve  the  Time  of  your 
Viiitation;    and  to  prepare  in  good  Earnefl  to 
meet  your  God,   and  your   unworthy  Paftor, 
in  another  World.    Weak  as  I  was  when  I  left 
Madeley,  I  hear  that  feveral  who   were  then 
young,  healthy,  and  ftrong,  have  got  the  ftart 
of  me  ;    and  that  fome  have  been  hurried  into 
Eternity   without   being  indulged  with  a  mo- 
ment's warning !    May   the   awful    Accident 
ftrike  a  deeper  Consideration  into  all  our  Souls  : 
May   the  found    of  their   Bodies,  dafhed  in 
Pieces  at   the  Bottom  of  a  Pit,  roufe  us  to  a 
fpeedy  Conversion,  that   we  may    never    fall 
into  the  bottomlefs  Pit,  and  that  Iniquity  and 
Delay  may  not  be  our  eternal  Ruin.     Totter- 
ing as  I  ftand  on  the  Brink  of  the  Grave,  fome 
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of  you  who  feem  far  from  it,  may  drop    into 
it  before  me  ;  for  what  has  happened  may  hap  - 
pen  yet.     Let   us  then    awake    out  of  Sleep  ; 
let  us  all  prepare  for  our  approaching  Change, 
and   give   our    Souls   no    Reft,    till    we   have 
Ground  to  hope  that  our  great  Change  will  be 
a  happy  one.     In  order  to  this,  I  befeech  you 
by  all  the  minifterial  and  providential  Difpen- 
fations  which    you  have    had    thefe    feventeen 
Years,     harden    not    your    Hearts.     Let    the 
Long-fuffering  of  God,  towards  us  who  fur- 
vive  the  Hundreds  which  I    have  buried,  lead 
us  all  to  Repentance.     Difmifs  your  Sins,  em- 
brace   Jefus  Chrift,   who   wept  for  you  in  the 
Manger,   bled   for   you  in   Gethfemenc,  hanged 
for  you  on  the  Crofs,   and  now  pleads  for  you 
on  his   mediatorial   Throne.     By    all    that    is 
near  and  dear  to  you,   as   Men  and    as  Chris- 
tians, meet  me  not  on  the  great  Day,  in  your 
Sins  and  Blood,  Enemies   to  Chrift  by  Unbe- 
lief, and  to  God  by  wicked  Works.     Meet  me 
in  the  Garment  of  Repentance,  in    the   Robe 
of  Chrift's   Merit,   and   in    white  Linen,   the 
the  Purity    of  Heart  and  Life,  which    is  the 
holinefs  of  the  Godly,  that  Holinefs,  without 
which    no  Man  Shall  fee   the  Lord.     Let   the 
Time  paft  fuffice,  in  which  Some  of  you  have 
lived  in  Sin.     By    Repentance  put  off  the  old 
Man  and  his  Works ;  by  Faith  put  on  the  Lord 
3  Jefu* 
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Jefus  and  his  Righteoufnefs  :  Let  all  Wicked- 
nefs  be  gone,  for  ever  gone,  with  the  old 
Year  ;  and  with  the  new  Year,  begin  a  new 
Life  of  renewed  Devotion  to  God,  and  in- 
creafing  Love  to  our  Neighbour. 

The  Sum  of  all  I  have  preached  to  you,  is 
contained  in  four  Proportions  :  Firft,  Hearti- 
ly repent  of  your  Sins,  original  and  actual:  Se- 
condly, Believe  in  the  Gofpel  of  Chrift,  in  Sin- 
cerity and  Truth  :  Thirdly,  In  the  Peace  which 
true  Faith  gives,  (for  all  Things  are  poffible 
to  him  that  believes)  run  with  humble  Love 
the  Race  of  God's  Commands,  before  God 
and  Man  :  Fourthly,  By  continuing  to  take 
tip  your  Crofs,  and  receiving  the  pure  Milk 
of  God's  Word,  grow  in  Grace,  and  in  the 
Knowledge  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  ;  fo  fhall 
you  grow  in  Peace  and  Joy  all  your  Days ; 
and  when  rolling  Years  fhall  be  loft  in  Eter- 
nity, you  will  for  ever  grow  in  heavenly  Blifs 
and  Glory,  O  what  Blifs  !  What  Glory  ! 
The  Lord  fhall  be  our  Sun,  and  our  Crown. 
We  fhall  be  Jewels  in  each  other's  Crown  : 
I  in  your's,  and  you  in  mine  :  For  ever  we 
fhall  be  with  the  Lord,  and  with  one  another. 
We  fhall  all  live  in  God's  heavenly  Joy,  in 
the  Heaven  of  Heavens.  All  our  Days  will 
be  a  Sabbath,  and  our  Sabbath  Eternity.  No 
Bar  of  Bufinefs  or  Sicknefs;    no  Diftance  of 
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Time  or  Place  ;  no  Gulf  of  Death  and  tht 
Grave  fhall  part  us  any  more  ;  We  fhall  all 
meet  in  the  Bofom  of  Abraham,  who  rrjeet  in 
the  Bofom  of  divine  Love.  O  what  a  Meet- 
ing !  And  fhall  fome  of  us  meet  there  this  ve- 
ry Year  which  we  are  juft  entering  upon  ? 
What  a  Year!  On  that  bleffed  Year,  if  we 
are  of  the  Number  of  thofe  who  fhall  die  in 
the  Lord,  our  Souls  fhall  burft  the  Womb  of 
the  corruptible  Flefh  ;  we  ihall  be  born 
into  the  other  World,  and  we  fhall  behold  the 
Sun  of  Righteoufhefs  without  a  Cloud,  and 
for  ever  baik  in  the  Beams  of  his  Glory.  Is 
not  the  Profpect  glorious  enough  to  make  us 
bid  Defiance  to  Sin  and  Death,  and  join  the 
Cry  of  the  Spirit  and  the  Bride,  "  Come,  Lord 
Jefus,  come  quickly" — though  it*  fhall  be  in 
the  black  Chariot  of  Death. 

Should  God  bid  me  ftay  on  Earth  a  little 
longer,  to  ferve  you  in  the  Gofpel  of  his  Son  ; 
Should  he  renew  my  Strength,  (for  nothing  is 
impoffible  with  him)  to  do  among  you  the 
Work  of  a  Paftor,  I  hope  I  fhall  by  God's 
Grace,  be  a  more  humble,  zealous,  and  dili- 
gent Minifter  than  I  have  hitherto  been. 
Some  of  you  have  fuppofed,  that  I  made  more 
ado  about  your  precious  Souls  than  they  are 
worth :  But  how  great  was  your  Miftake  : 
Alas  !    it  is  my  Grief  and  my  Shame,  that   I 

have 
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'have  not  been  both  in  public  and  in  private,  a 
thoufand  Times  more  earneft  and  importunate 
with  yon  about  your  fpi ritual  Concerns.  Par- 
don me,  my  clear  Friends  ;  pardon  my  Igno- 
rance and  Negligence  in  this  Refpecl  :  And  as 
I  humbly  defire  your  Forgivenefs,  fo  I  moft 
heartily  forgive  any  of  you,  that  may  at  any 
Time  have  made  no  Account  of  my  little  La- 
bours, I  only  intreat  fuch  to  evidence  now  a 
better  Mind,  by  paying  a  double  Attention  to 
the  loud  Warnings  of  Providence,  and  to  the 
pathetic  Difcourfes  of  the  faithful  Minifter 
who  now  fupplies  my  Place  ;  and  may  God, 
forChrifVs  Sake,  forgive  us  all,  as  we  forgive 
one  another.  The  more  nearly  I  confider 
Death  and  the  Grave,  Judgment  and  Eternity, 
the  mor£,  bleffed  be  God,  I  feel  I  have 
preached  to  you  the  Truth,  and  that  the 
Truth  is  folid  as  the  Rock  of  Ages.  I  can 
fay,  in  fome  Degree,  "  Glory  be  to  divine 
"  Grace;  here  is  firm  Footing,  follow  me; 
(c  and  the  Sorrows  of  Death  inftead  of  com- 
"  pairing  you  around,  will  keep  at  an  aweful 
"  Diftance  :"  And  with  David  we  (hall  fol- 
low our  great  Shepherd  through  the  dreary 
Valley,  without  fearirg  or  feeling  any  Evil. 

Though  I  hope  to  fee  much  more  of  the 
Goodnefs  of  the  Lord  in  the  Land  of  the  Liv- 
ing, than  I  do  fee  ;  yet,  bleffed  be  divine  Mer- 
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cy,  I  fee  enough  to  keep  my  Mind  at  all  times 
unruffled,  and  to  make  me  calmly  willing  to 
refign  my  Soul  into  the  Hands  of  my  faithful 
Creator,  my  loving  Redeemer,  and  my  fan£ti- 
fying  Comforter,  this  Moment,  or  the  next, 
if  he  calls  for  it,  I  defire  your  public  Thanks 
for  all  the  Favours  which  he  continually  fhews 
me,  with  refpett  to  both  Soul  and  Body.  Help 
me  to  be  thankful  :  'Tis  a  pleafant  thing  to  be 
thankful :  May  our  Thankfulnefs  crown  the 
new  Year,  as  God's  Patience  and  Goodnefs 
has  crowned  all  our  Lives.  Permit  me  to  be- 
fpeak  an  Intereft  in  your  Prayers  alio.  Alk 
that  my  Faith  may  be  willing  to  receive,  all 
that  God's  Grace  is  willing  to  bellow  :  Aik 
that  I  may  meekly  fufFer,  and  zealoufly  do  all 
the  Will  of  God  in  my  prefcmt  Civcumftan- 
ces ;  and  that  living  or  dying  I  may  fay,  with 
the  Witnefs  of  God's  Spirit,  (i  Fqv  me  tolive 
is  Chrift,  and  to  die  is  Gain." 

If  God  calls  me  foon  from  Earth,  I  beg  he 
may  in  his  good  Providence  appoint  a  more 
faithful  Shepherd  over  you.  You  need  not 
fear  that  he  will  not :  You  fee  that  for  thefe 
many  Months  you  have  not  only  had  no  Famine 
of  the  Word,  but  the  richeft  Plenty  ;  and  what 
God  has  done  for  Months  he  can  do  for  Years : 
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yea,  all  the  Years  of  your  Life  :  Only  jyay  ; 
afk  and  you  fhall  have  :  Meet  at  the  Throne 
of  Grace,  and  you  fhall  meet  at  the  Throne 
ef  Glory, 


Tour  affeSionate^  oblige  d^  and 


Unworthy  Minljlcr^ 


Newington,  Jan*  t,         J.  FLETCHER* 

1775^ 


An  H  Y  M  N 
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An        HYMN. 


C 


I. 

IOME  let  us  anew 
Our  journey  purfue, 
With  vigour  arife, 
And  prefs  to  our  permanent  place  in  the  Skies 
Of  Heavenly  birth, 
Tho'  wand'ring  on  Earth, 
This  is  not  our  place, 
But  ftrangers  and  pilgrims  ourfelves  we  confefs. 

It 

At  Jefus's  call 

We  gave  up  our  all ; 

And  ftill  we  forego, 
For  Jefus's  fake  our  enjoyments  below. 

No  longing  we  find 

For  the  country  behind, 

But  onward  we  move, 
And  ftill  we  are  feeking  a  country  above. 

III. 

A  country  of  joy 
Without  any  alloy, 
We  thither  repair, 
Our  heart  and  pur  treafure  already  are  there. 
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We  march  hand  in  hand 
To  lmmanuePs  land  ; 
No  matter  what  cheer 
We  meet  with  on  earth,  for  -eternity's  near. 

IV, 

The  rougher  our  way, 

The  fhorter  our  ftay, 

The  troubles  that  come, 
Shall  come  to  our  refcue,  and  haften  us  home. 

The  fiercer  the  bl aft, 

The  fooner  'tis  paft, 

The  tempefts  that  rife  / 

Shall  glorioufly  hurry  our  Souls  to  the  Ikies, 
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